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The Great Progress of the Gospel

Four thousand years ago, God made a covenant with Abraham, saying “through
your offspring all nations (families) on earth will be blessed” (Gen 22:18). God was
promising that all people groups would be made right with Him by faith (Gal. 3:8).

Jesus commanded His followers to disciple all people groups (Matt. 28:19). Thus
movements to Jesus spread into a growing number of non-Jewish people groups
through witnesses like Paul, who said: “/t has always been my ambition to preach
the gospel where Christ has not been named, not building on another’s foundation
(Rom 15:20). In each generation, God calls some, like Paul, to such pioneer work.

In 1792 William Carey worked out that the gospel had spread through cross-
cultural witnesses to places containing 25% of the world’s population. He
triggered an explosion of Protestant missions by urging the formation of
mission agencies to reach distant lands. In 1974 Ralph Winter figured

that 40% of the world lived in people groups with their own movements to
Jesus. He challenged the global church to adopt the remaining unreached
peoples. Today in 2024, just 50 years later, the gospel has taken root in
people groups containing 75% of the world’s population.

”

75% TODAY
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Christians have been 33% of the world for a
century, yet the gospel has been spreading
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0 AD 2024

Figure 1: The Accelerating Growth of Jesus’ Kingdom. Used with permission by RW Lewis.
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50 Unbelievable Years

The greatest gospel advance in history came by focusing on God’s promise to
bless all the families of the earth (Gal. 3:8). At the first Lausanne Congress, in
1974, approximately 60% of humanity lived in roughly 17,000 people groups with
no known church movements. By 2024 these people groups, now called Frontier
People Groups (FPGs), had decreased to 5,000, containing just 25% of humanity.
While the global population doubled in 50 years, the number of languages and
people groups did not. During this time, the followers of Jesus increased five-fold,
while the global population living in FPGs decreased from 60% to 25%.

1974
(global population: 4 billion)

Europe,

Latin America, 50 Years
N. Zealand,
Australia Later

Muslims,
Africa

Chinese Muslims,

Asia
M Hindus
1 believer globally for every 60% of the world in
12 people in FPGs Frontier People Groups

Followers of Jesus A people group is called “reached”

Cultural Christians when it has sufficient indigenous
communities of believers to spread

Non-believers the gospel to the rest of their group.

Some Unreached People Groups (UPGs) have indigenous
communities of believers to partner with but still need outside
assistance. (<=2% Evangelicals and <=5% Christian adherents)

. Frontier People Groups (FPGs) are the subset of UPGs with
virtually no believers and no known movements to Jesus, still
needing pioneer workers. (<=0.1% Christian adherents)

Unreached | Reached

Figure 2: The World in 1974: 4 billion People. Used with Permission by RW Lewis

2 See more: JoshuaProject.net/GreatProgress



The World Today

2024
(global population: 8 billion)

uslim
ajority

i ountries
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1 believer globally for every Only 25% of the world in
2 people in FPGs Frontier People Groups

0.2bn (5%) 0.3bn (7%)

Followers of Jesus increased from 0.2 billion
to 1 billion in just 50 years, while the global
population of FPGs decreased by 0.4 billion.

2.4 billion
(60%)

1974 ‘ 1.1bn
(4bn) (28%)

2024 | 1bn 1.6bn 2 billion 1.4bn 2bn
@bn) |[(183%)  (20%) (25%) (17%) (25%)

Figure 3: The World in 2024: 8 Billion People
Used with Permission by RW Lewis and Chris Maynard.
Video explanation in multiple languages available at JoshuaProject.net/Frontier
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Where Would Paul Go Today?

Paul wanted to fulfill God’s covenant by going to people groups where Jesus was
not yet known. But today 96% of international Christian workers go to “reached
people groups,” where nearly all of the world's believers live. Only 4% go to
Unreached People Groups (UPGs), who still need outside assistance to reach their
own people group. Some UPGs have small movements to Jesus that outside
workers can partner with, but other UPGs need pioneer workers to win the first
households to Jesus. These Frontier People Groups, needing pioneer workers,
contain one fourth of the world (2 billion people) yet receive just 1% of workers.

Location of International Workers Relative to World Population
* = 1% of Int’l Workers

96% of Reached People Groups

Followers of Jesus

Cultural Christians

Non-believers in People
Groups with Movements

Unreached People Groups

UPGs with small indigenous
movements to Jesus, still
needing outside assistance to
reach their own people group.
Frontier People Groups
UPGs with virtually no
believers or movements, still
needing pioneer workers.
Figure 4: Distribution of International Workers. . Unengaged UPGs (UUPGs)—
From JoshuaProject.net/greatprogress FPGs with no known workers

Used with permission by RW Lewis. pursuing movements.

Cross-cultural Workers Received: India vs. Africa or Latin America
India's population (1.4 billion) is nearly equal to Africa (1.5 billion), and more than
double the population of Latin America (0.67 billion). India has half of the remaining
FPGs, but receives 1/10th the cross-cultural workers sent to Africa or Latin America.
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Figure 5: Sources: JoshuaProject.net, Global Status of Evangelical Christianity (IMBTSBC),
Atlas of Global Christianity (Todd Johnson), Operation World (Jason Mandryk)

60,000

40,000

20,000 8,000

0 L

4 See more: JoshuaProject.net/GreatProgress



Where Are Global Workers Going?
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Figure 6: 2010 Distribution of foreign missionaries (Oceania omitted), from the Atlas of Global
Christianity, pp 262-3 (Edinburgh University Press). Used with permission by Todd Johnson.
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Fulfilling God’s Promise: Today’s Great Opportunity

Over the last 50 years, new movements to Jesus have developed mostly in
Buddhist or atheist people groups in Asia, or tribal groups with ethnic religions.
These people groups with movements to Jesus are still considered “unreached”
until at least 2 out of every 100 people (2%) are Evangelicals.’

All Unreached People Groups need more Christian workers. But Frontier People
Groups (FPGs), those UPGs with no known movements, still need cross-cultural
pioneer workers trained to disciple the first households to follow Jesus together.

Where is the greatest need today? About 70% of the global population of Frontier
People Groups (1.4 billion) live in South Asia. Half are in India alone (1 billion).

Of the global FPG population, 97% are either Muslim (56%) or Hindu (41%).
Significantly, 80% of the population of all FPGs (1.6 billion) live in just under 300
mega-FPGs, each containing over one million people. Due to their size and
influence, these groups are especially strategic. These mega-FPGs are shown
below by their geographic location and religions—almost all are Muslims and
Hindus. (The world’s agnostics and atheists do not appear here because they
mostly live in reached people groups, where there are many Christians.)

300 Mega-Frontier People Groups by Religion

©
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Religion =

Islam | <>, 57,000 (56.9%)
Hinduism 670,839,000 (41.4%)
Other /Small | 11,225,000 (0.7%)
Buddhism | 9,760,000 (0.6%)
Ethnic Religions | 5,433,000 (0.3%)

Figure 7: 300 Mega-FPGs April 2024. Used with Permission by JoshuaProject.net
JoshuaProject.net/frontier/interactive

1 UPGs are defined by Joshua Project as “less than or equal to 2% Evangelical Christian and less
than or equal to 5% Christian adherents.”
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Key Languages of Unreached People Groups

What languages can new workers learn for greatest access to Frontier People
Groups and other Unreached People Groups? Seven of the top ten languages
spoken by FPGs and other UPGs are South Asian languages. Furthermore, Hindi
and Urdu are so similar that learning either language equips the learner to work
among the 700 million people who speak one of those languages.

Top Heart Languages of FPGs and UPGs

(by population, in millions)

Hindi

Arabic

Bengali

Urdu

Japanese
Punjabi, Western

Telegu
Guijarati
Turkish
Marathi

| FPGs (no known movements to Jesus)
UPGs (with some movements to Jesus)

100mn 200mn 300mn 400mn 500mn 600mn 700mn

Figure 8: Top Languages of FPGs and UPGs. Based on data accessed March 2024 from
JoshuaProject.net/frontier/interactive Used with permission by RW Lewis.

The 300 mega-FPGs are distributed among just 40 of the world's 200 countries.
More than half of these Mega-FPGs are in India. Pakistan runs a distant second,
with 41 mega-FPGs. Other countries with Mega-FPGs each have eight or less. This
tells us where more pioneer workers are most needed.

Countries with 5 or More Mega-FPGs

(by count of “mega” FPGs—over one million in size)

India
Pakistan
Afghanistan
Indonesia

China B Mega Frontier People Groups
Iran Other mega UPGs

Bangladesh Mega reached people groups
Turkey

Yemen ] ] ] ] ]

50 100 150 200 250

Figure 9: Top 10 Countries of Mega-FPGs. Based on data accessed May 2024 from
JoshuaProject.net/frontier/interactive Used with permission by RW Lewis.
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Prioritizing the Mega-Frontier People Groups

Rapid progress can be made toward fulfilling God’s promise to bless all the
families of the world by starting movements to Jesus in 300 mega-FPGs (each over
one million in size)—1.6 billion people, 80% of the total population of all FPGs.
Within this 1.6 billion, almost a billion live in the 37 largest FPGs (over 10 million
in size, up to 135 million).2 A prayer guide for The Thirty-One Largest Frontier
People Groups is available at Go31.org and BlessFrontierPeoples.org.

Breakdown of All Frontier People Groups by Population
5,000 people groups with no movements (2 billion, 25% of humanity)

37 Largest FPGs (10 to 135 million each)
(0.9 billion, 11% of humanity, 45% of the population of all FPGs):
» Bengali Muslims/Bangladesh (135 mn) + Shaikh/India (72 mn)

* Turk/Turkey (62 mn) - Yadav/India (41 mn) « Brahmin/India (35 mn)

0,
80% of » Arab-Speakers/Algeria (34 mn) + Pashtun/Pakistan (33 mn)

Il
F;Gs
U 260 more Mega-Frontier People Groups

(over 1 million each)
(0.7 billion, 9% of humanity, 35% of the population of all FPGs)

4,500 smaller FPGs including=: 4 500 yUPGs
(0.4 billion, 5% of humanity, 20% of FPGs)  : (0.1bn, no workers)

Figure 10: Peoples in Global Perspective. Based on data accessed March 2024 from
JoshuaProject.net/frontier/interactive Used with permission by RW Lewis.

Movements with Potential to Spread to Frontier People Groups

The 24:14 Coalition reports that there are now thousands of movements to Jesus
(sometimes called Church-Planting Movements or GPMs) with potential to spill
over into Frontier People Groups that speak the same language.

Frontier People Groups (no known movements) Count Population

FPGs in the same country as a CPM that speaks their 1,042 607 million
language (no country or language barrier).

FPGs in a different country from a CPM that speaks 1,819 1,064 million
their language (country barrier).

FPGs with no known CPM that speaks their language. 2,113 314 million
Total 4,974 1,985 million

Figure 11: Adapted from MissionFrontiers.org/pdfs/27-29_MF_46-2_MAR-APR-24_PARKS.pdf

2 JoshuaProject.net/the31 and BlessFrontierPeoples.org
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Movements Can Spread Through People Group Clusters

The mega-Frontier People

Groups have tremendous )
influence. The Rajput people ®?
groups are a good example ®
of FPG clusters, where - X
movements started in larger © © 3 %
groups can lead to L
movements in smaller .9 U C .
related groups. As seen in 4 . -

Figure 12, there are 218 ® - O

Rajput FPGs—some Muslim €

and some Hindu. Of these,

one is over 10 million in

population and 10 more

are over 1 million in size islam |, 17 (53.7%)
(largest circles). Once Hinduism 100(59%)

L. Other /Small | 1(0.5%)
movements begln in the Fi 12: 218 Rajput FPGs A« d Feb| 2024
. igure 12: ajpu s Accessed February on
IargeSt Rajpm grQUpS’ JoshuaProject.net/frontier/interactive
they can send believers to Used with permission by Joshua Project.

the 207 smaller Rajput
FPGs of the same religion.

Dozens of similar clusters exist, like the Brahmin, Jat, Malay, Yadav, Dhobi, and
Pashtun. The Brahmin, for example, have 1 group over 10 million, 9 others over 1
million, and 121 smaller groups, 2 in diaspora (all Hindu). Such clusters reveal
why sending additional believing families to work cross-culturally among these 300
mega-FPGs is a priority for the global church.

~Rajput People Groups

®

Defining Movements

A people group is considered to have an

indigenous “movement to Jesus” when : i o
believers within that group are rapidly -
winning families to the Lord. When thereisa 9 & L I iz
movement, groups of disciples are % ﬁ‘ 3@ - 4 3 8
multiplying from household to household "5 o O . -
and the number of believers is growing é_ﬂi@gﬁd_& — i . i ;
faster than the overall population. AL LAF
Movements to Jesus flow mostly through N ‘
same-culture witness within a people group. & i o
Movements cultivated among the 300 LA

mega-FPGs can hopefully flow over into

Disciples Making Disciples.
many related smaller FPGs and UUPGs. P oS 9 ISP e

Used with permission from Zume.training
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Bringing God’s Blessing to UPGs in Mega-Cities

Today's mega-cities draw people from rural homelands or other countries. Most
diaspora immigrants in the West come from reached people groups. However, the
110 cities below include people from many Unreached People Groups, including
Unengaged and Frontier People Groups. These immigrants are often isolated in
ethnic neighborhoods with their own networks. Urban churches in these cities have
the opportunity to start family-based movements in the languages and
communities of these UPGs by praying for them and pursuing movement training.

ongolia A 4
, I ' Sea of Jap,
" o Jajen
o South Korea
ra K
D) ' ' East China Sea
‘udi Arabia\ " a0 l
an ot - Philippine Sea
u el K e Eutony A\ China Sea
y lf of Aden Arabian Sea { Vil tnam  Philippines.
s S uifof
B Ethiopia k
TR St!dia
fomf K
b

’s‘""Q Q
Mdrocco

Figure 13: 110 Mega-Cities Map Accessed February 2024 on
110Cities.com/map Used with permission.

Encouraging Movements in Urban Ethnic Communities

In mega-cities it is common to gather believers together from Christian people
groups into multi-ethnic churches using English or trade languages. The gospel
rarely reaches the families of UPGs and FPGs, such as Muslims and Hindus.

Most cities are filled with distinct communities of
family and friendship circles. Traditional church g Familyand
planting seeks to attract people from their existing ‘ g‘;’l‘::h'p
communities into a church as a new social circle.

The significant language and cultural barriers of UPG l Traditional
communities means few will be comfortable joining a (l/é) church
multi-ethnic church. If they do, their communities @‘ )  planting
often reject them rather than embrace Jesus.

. " - Movements in
However entire UPG communities can be engaged f El&% pre-existing
when the gospel is introduced into families and pre- ~ Communities
existing communities, in home-

based discipling movements Figure 14: Adapted from Contagious Disciple Making

by David and Paul Watson (Thomas Nelson)
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Progress of the Gospel in Mega-Cities

The 18 largest cities from the map shown in Figure 13 have very different levels of
gospel progress. In some mega-cities, most of the native people groups are
already reached (having more than 2% Evangelicals). Believers there can reach out
to families in Unreached People Groups.

However, in countries like India, Pakistan and Bangladesh, the mega-cities are full
of people from Frontier People Groups. Other cities, like Tokyo and Bangkok, have
a large native UPG population, with some indigenous communities of believers to
partner with, but also immigrant groups that are FPGs. These cities need many
international witnesses.

Population of Top Mega-Cities by Gospel Progress

Tokyo, Japan
Jakarta, Indonesia
Delhi, India
Guangzhou, China
Mumbai, India
Cairo, Egypt
Kolkata, India
Karachi, Pakistan
Dhaka, Bangladesh
Bangkok, Thailand
Beijing, China
Moscow, Russia
Bengaluru, India
Chengdu, China
Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam
Lagos, Nigeria
Istanbul, Turkey
Tehran, Iran

Population in...
B Frontier People Groups

Other UPGs
Reached people groups

Oomn 10mn 20mn 30mn 40mn

Figure 15: Population of top cities in 110 Cities prayer focus. Based on data accessed May 2024
from demographia.com/db-worldua.pdf Used with permission by RW Lewis.

Global Prayer Movements for UPGs and FPGs

God is raising up global prayer movements for Unreached People Groups, especially
Frontier People Groups, including prayer for the 110 cities (Figure 13). The 300
Mega-FPGs are also being adopted for prayer. A prayer guide for 31 Mega-FPGs
over 10 million in size can be downloaded at Go31.org and with a phone app from
BlessFrontierPeoples.org (See appendix for links to global prayer initiatives).

In answer to these prayer initiatives, movements are growing among UPGs and
beginning to impact some FPGs that are culturally and linguistically nearby. Once an
indigenous self-propagating movement has emerged within a FPG, with at least 1
out of 1,000 identifying with Christ, that UPG can be removed from the FPG list!

See more: JoshuaProject.net/GreatProgress 11



Introducing Jesus to Those With Layered Identities

Less than 3% of the population of Frontier People Groups live in diaspora locations
(outside their homeland). UPGs living in diaspora often have hybrid or layered
identities and are part of multiple social groups. Sharing Jesus with diaspora
individuals through their affinity groups has broader impact when those individuals
and their households are discipled to follow Jesus in their core or family identity.

A Journey into Layered Identities

Sharmin is born in a Darker colors show stronger community that
Muslim family in the shapes worldview and beliefs
Sylheti people group +~7s, Borders show fixed communities (solid borders) and
in Bangladesh *..* and fluid affinity groups (dashed borders)

Sharmin’s family moves . )
to New York City when Sylheti

she is 10 years old. I

Sharmin goes to a large
university and studies

Solth Asian student
R (1.5;2nd gen)

L.’

Young urban

business. professionals, all ethnic
backgrounds
. Busihess Students Sharmin starts work at a N S\()uth Asian

S::G'\ﬁ'A ian student large finance company
0 sian studen ; ;
(1.542nd gen) in New York City.

¥ MusI'im Student Association

[y

A Chinese-American co-worker /

«'a leads Sharmin to Christ
Two (of many) possible paths in Sharmin’s journey with Jesus

ydung urban
Muslim
professionals

Sy'heti

Bangladeshi

Young urban

Young urban ,---professionals,
professionals, 4 al| ethnic

all ethnic ,*~~ backgrounds
backgrounds B2

N Follower Shaiad
‘se=a¢’ Sduth Asian ’South Asian
ydung urban A young urban
Muslim EUE Muslim

professionals professionals

P
O

Bangladeshi

Bangladeshi

( N\ ( )
Sharmin joins a Multiethnic Fellowship Sharmin’s faith reaches her family
Working in New York City, Sharmin is Sharmin’s NYC friends encourage her to bless her
discipled in English within an American family and share her faith journey with them. She
worldview. Her Sylheti family and friends finds an online Sylheti community of believers. They
back home still think she is a Muslim. help her discuss her faith and study the Bible in her
She is not sure how to share her love of heart language and integrate a Biblical worldview
Jesus with them or connect it to her other | | into her core identities. Some of Sharmin's family
identities. Marriage is a looming problem. and friends also decide to follow Jesus, and an

indigenous movement can start.

\ J J

Figure 16: Layered Journey. Used with permission by Chris Clayman of JoshuaProject.net
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Contrasting Gospel Progress in Different Regions

In some regions, indigenous movements to Jesus have moved many people
groups out of the “frontier” category. These remain UPGs until at least 2% of their
people group follow Jesus. Other areas of the world show less progress.

For example, 55% of Indonesian UPGs no longer need specialized cross-cultural
pioneer workers to win the first households to Jesus. These UPGs have some
believing communities that international workers partner with to reach their own
people. In the sub-Sahara Sahel region, 50% of the UPGs are no longer FPGs.

However, in South Asia, not many Frontier People Groups show progress toward
indigenous movements. Only 15% of South Asian UPGs are no longer FPGs,
leaving 85% of South Asian unreached people groups still needing pioneer workers
to spark the first movement to Jesus (so these UPGs are still FPGs).

The contrast by population is even greater, with 85% of the population of
Indonesian UPGs having some indigenous movements in their own people group
and 75% of the people in Sahel UPGs having known movements. In South Asia,
however, only 20% of the population in the UPGs have known movements to
Jesus, leaving 80% in the Frontier People Groups sub-category.

¢ Indonesia: 55% of UPGs no longer need pioneer workers (85% by population).
¢ The Sahel (sub-Sahara): 50% of UPGs are no longer FPGs (75% by population).

¢ South Asia: Only 15% of UPGs are no longer FPGs (20% by population).

FPGs/Other UPGs FPGs/Other UPGs
by Count by Population (millions)
3,500 1,800 M
3,000 1,600 M
1,400 M
2,500
Other UPGs 1,200 M Other UPGs
2,000 B FPGs 1,000 M B FPG
1,500 800 M
600 M
1,000
400 M
500 200 M
Indonesia Sahel South Asia Indonesia Sahel South Asia

Figure 17: Data from JoshuaProject.net/frontier/interactive
Accessed March 2024. Used with permission by Joshua Project.

See more: JoshuaProject.net/GreatProgress 13



The Surprising Challenge of India

Forty percent more people live in India (1.4 billion) than in North America (0.4

bn) and South America (0.6 bn) combined—nearly as many as in all of Africa

(1.5 bn). The Ethnologue lists 4,000 languages in India, using multiple alphabets.

To date, known movements in India have spread mostly among
the tribes and lowest classes, leaving thousands of Frontier

People Groups still isolated from the gospel.

1/2

e popu |at|0n of al¥Frontier People Groups

“live in India.

Wm
people in India live in Frontier People Groups.

* India has more people in Frontier People Groups than all other countries combined!
* India and Pakistan together have more FPGs than all other countries combined.

* India has 400 times as many people living in Frontier People Groups as the USA.
YET:

* India receives only one-fourth as many international workers as the USA receives.
* Only 1in 5,000 (0.02%) of all international workers serves among India’s FPGs.

¢ Qutside India there is 1 international worker for every 10,000 people in Frontier People Groups.
Within India there is only 1 international worker for every 250,000 people in FPGs.

Figure 18: Adapted from the May/June 2019 issue of Mission Frontiers

1in5

of all people on earth live in India.
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Why India Has So Little Progress

India has a lower percentage of Christians than almost any other country of the
world, in spite of nearly 2000 years of some Christian outreach. The barriers to the
spread of the gospel in India are unique.

In most of the world, people groups are concentrated by geography—uwith
everyone in a tribe or village sharing a common identity and interacting in ways
that facilitate the spread of the gospel. But in India people groups or castes (except
in the tribal areas) were traditionally defined rigidly by profession, and therefore are
spread throughout the country and layered in villages. The castes continue to
maintain distinct identities even with changing professions. Strong prejudices
hinder social interactions and spread of the gospel, even within the same village.

India has more Muslims than the Middle East (200 million). Even India’s Muslim
people groups are categorized into castes based on their traditional professions.
Over 40% of the Frontier People Groups are Hindus—virtually all of them in India.

The Good News: Movements are Multiplying, Even in India

Some movements to Jesus are now spreading through villages of India among the
Dalit (outcaste) people groups, which are unfortunately considered ritually
“unclean” or “untouchable” by the caste Hindus. If only 10% of each village is
Dalit, then the other 90% of each village (in households of upper castes or “Other
Backward Castes”/OBCs) often conclude that following Jesus is not possible for
their people group. Because Jesus becomes a “god” associated with the “outcaste”
groups, the higher castes become even more resistant to the gospel.

Nevertheless, there are some movements developing within higher castes as well.
In fact, movements of households coming to Jesus, as seen in the book of Acts,
seem to be increasingly multiplying around the world, even in some areas with
fierce opposition. Most of these movements seem to be fueled by a paradigm of
church that revolves around frequent discussion of and obedience to God’s word
within households (similar to Acts 19:9-10). Reportedly, many movements to
Jesus are doubling every three to five years, growing much faster than the
population. An estimated 2% of the world is now involved in movements to Jesus.

Known Acts-like Movements Movement Locations in 2022

2,000 800

1,500 600

1,000 400

500 200
2019 2020 2021 2022 Africa Asia Europe Americas Pacific

Figure 19: Distilled from 2018-2022 Mission Frontiers covers, and from 2414Now.net/resources
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Blessing All Peoples: God’s 4,000-Year Old Promise

God wanted to make the unchanging nature of His purpose very clear to the heirs of
what was promised, so He confirmed it with an oath (Heb 6:17).

The Promise A e

God promised Abraham twice (Gen 12:3, 18:18) that
all the family-lines of earth would be blessed through
Abraham’s seed, Jesus. God then confirmed this

promise with the oath referenced above: “/ swear by
myself,” declares the LORD, “... through your offspring
all ethne® (people groups) on earth will be blessed...” (Gen 22:16-18).

The Old Testament repeatedly refers back to this promise: all ethne will be blessed
through him, and they will call him blessed (Ps 72:17)... the ethne will invoke
blessings by Him and in Him they will boast (Jer 4:2).

E 18 Peter sees the Spirit's empowering at Pentecost as fulfillment of this promise:
< ﬁ ‘* And you are heirs... of the covenant God made with your fathers...
W “Through your offspring all ethne on earth will be blessed” (Acts 3: 25)

Paul identifies this promise of God as the gospel itself!
Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and
announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All ethne will be
blessed through you” (Gal 3:8). I do not want you to be ignorant of this
mystery... Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the
ethne has come in (Rom 11:25). Paul applies this: /f has always been my ambition
to preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that | would not be building
on someone else’s foundation (Rom 15:20).

Jesus relates His mission, and even His daily presence with us,
to this purpose: All authority... has been given to Me. Therefore
go and disciple all ethne... And surely | am with you always, to
the very end of the age (Mt 28:18-20)... And this gospel of the
kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to
all ethne, and then the end will come (Mt 24:14).

Finally John foretells the fulfillment: with Your blood You purchased for

God persons from every tribe, language, people and ethne (Rev 5:9)...

a great multitude. .. from every ethne, tribe, people and language,

standing before the throne and before the Lamb... (Rev 7:9)... All ethne will come
and worship before You... (Rev 15:4). On each side of the river stood the tree of
life... And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the ethne. (Rev 22:2).

3 The word “nations” in the New Testament is mostly the Greek ethne —people groups
that resist outside influences and maintain their distinct lineage through intermarriage
and shared customs. The Septuagint (LXX)—the earliest Greek translation of the Old
Testament—uses this same word ethne 700 times, including this promise in Genesis.
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Conclusion

Because the percentage of the world’s population that is Christian has remained
around 33% for the last century (see graph below), most people miss the fact that
the gospel has been spreading into new people groups at an exponential rate.
Progress is accelerating rapidly toward the fulfillment of God’s promise to bless all
the families of the earth, justifying all by faith in the Lord Jesus. In the last 50
years, a new awareness of God’s concern for all people groups has dropped the
percentage of the world’s population still needing pioneer work from 60% to 25%.

e Today God is sending workers to least-reached people groups from many
countries that were considered mission fields just 50 years ago.

e Global prayer networks have arisen for UPGs (including FPGs).

¢ Ministries and whole denominations are collaborating more fruitfully.

¢ Movements are already present within some people groups that are
geographically, culturally and linguistically near to Frontier People Groups.

¢ God has entrusted His body with many new technologies, including real-time
translation, instant communication, rapid travel, and online communities.

Starting movements to Jesus in the 37 largest Frontier People Groups (greater
than 10 million in size) would impact almost 1 billion people! This number
increases to 1.6 billion (80% of people in FPGs) when movements to Jesus spread
to the rest of the 300 mega-FPGs (greater than 1 million in size). Through the
global church, God is fulfilling His promise to bless all the families of the earth!

Percentage of World Population in People Groups with...

Indigenous movements to Jesus . No movements to Jesus yet
Pente- Non-believers 98%

cost: in people groups with (of world
2% no movements to Jesus population)

0.1% 25%

1792:
25% ] Followers
of Jesus
X 28% 7%
19;’;; J ©  Cultural
° Christians
[N 20% 42%
. 2 © 1 °
20240- J £2 ) Non-believers
75%1288 in people groups with
If_» s movements to Jesus

Figure 20: The Increasing Progress. Used with permission by RW Lewis.
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Resources for Finding Your Role

1. Learn and Share

7-min video: Understanding the Remaining
Mission Task

JoshuaProject.net/frontier#videos
(in multiple languages at this link)

Ll =NERINEONI=0 31 Largest FPGs monthly prayer guide [=l = @
LARGEST FRONTIER PEOPLE GROUPS' (Ilsten/read/pray/share) H - ﬂ-:l. .

TelosFellowship.org/go31

Attend or host a Perspectives class
(in any of 9 global languages) y Perspectlves
PerspectivesGlobal.org = 7 GLOBAL

l"]enga ed A global network pursuing movements E E

among UUPGs
Peop es UnengagedPeoples.com

: &
T %@@ 5O Interactive Map

R0y o S PO JoshuaProject.net/frontier/interactive

‘ —
i TT‘I AQUEDUCT

" .0 PROJECT
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3. Unite with others in Prayer

BLESS Site/App for 31 Largest FPGs
FRONTIER BlessFrontierPeoples.org
PEOPLES '

Find your Prayer Circle .
(prayer networks for many interests) JustinLong.org

JustinLong.org/pray
A P RAY4 Start or join a Prayer Focus EI E‘_-

MOVEMENT Pray4Movement.org

Ofeedn

4. Work with Others

Frontiers: One of many agencies E E

frontiers* that train and send to Muslims

Frontiers.org
[m] e
E = E One agency that pursues movements among all
UPGs (including Hindus)
E . Beyond.org
/.@_ One network pursuing God’s blessing for all
; IELOS earth’s families

TelosFellowship.org

E_HE A global coalition pursuing movements
2414Now.org

A global network pursuing movements
@ NOPLACELEFT NoPlaceLeft.org
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5. Ministries for Blessing Households/Communities

LNEHALL\E\QGf bless whole families and communities.

XGLQBAL Learn to work with Addiction Ministry globally to
/ Teen Challenge GlobalTC.org

E Learn how to teach literate adults to teach
. other adults to read their own language in 4 ) Literacy & Evangelism
months. Literacy Evangelism International Q{E INTERNATIONAL
LiteracyEvangelism.org

[=]2; (=]

R A . . . A
S5, Help with medical, humanitarian aid in war

g FAI & zones among unreached peoples, especially
'a\ // < the Middle East:
)&EAT\OV\Y FrontierAlliancelnternational.co

E E Regenerative farming eliminates toxins and

= . unsustainable agricultural to reveal God’s
design and character. Farming-Gods-Way.org
E Also: EchoCommunity.org

6. Training for Field Effectiveness

Global Frontier Missions
Online and field based mission training
GlobalFrontierMissions.org

Studio Internship training to work with
Muslim people groups. ST U D I o

www.Studiolnternship.org INTERNSEHTIP

o o Training in entrepreneurship for effective
access to communities, promoting

)
® : -
o)) movements and blessing families.

SmallSimpleProfitable.com

Training to reach UPGs in inner city New York
with the Equip program: ( INTERNATIONAL
InternationalProject.org/Long-Term-Missions PROJECT

— . . . [=]4Lri[m]
m Use your vocational calling to fulfill the Great g

Commission: TeamExpansion.org/Go/Immerse
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Your Invitation to a Frontiers-Focused Fellowship

Is God stirring you to pursue the fulfillment of His purpose to bless all people
people groups, especially Frontier People Groups? If so, join us in the FPG group
of the free Global Great Commission Community: connect.ggcn.org/groups/fpgs
Use this forum to indicate your interest in the International Society for Frontier
Missiology (ISFM), a global intergenerational network focused on Frontier People
Groups. (Learn about the ISFM at: IJFM.org/isfm)

Within the Global Great Commission Community you can collaborate

on anything related to UPGs, ask questions, access free resources [=] I_.EI
developed by others, and contribute your own resources for the use 3
of others. This community is free, but you’ll need to register. Ol

(For help registering, text or email Robby, at 360 420-5634 or
RobbyQButler@pm.me)

May the Holy Spirit bless you, your household, and your ministry with growing
enjoyment of Jesus’ presence, love and power, as “the whole body, joined and held
together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each
part does its work” (Eph 4:16).
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4,000 years ago God promised to
bless all the families of the earth.

2,000 years ago He promised again that
many from every tribe, tongue and people
will be praising Him together in heaven.

50 years ago movements to Jesus had
spread to people groups totaling 1.6 billion
people (40% of world population).

Today movements are spreading among
people groups totaling 6 billion people
(75% of world population).

Join God in blessing those people groups
still needing their own movements to Jesus—
the Frontier People Groups!



